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Smart Villages

Socio-Economic
development

Basic services

Smart Villages Strategy + vision

Digital innovation

Social innovation

Innovation • Low carbon 
economy 
(including circular 
economy)

• Digital economy

• Urban-rural links

• Smart 
specialisation

• Training and 
education

• Renewable 
energy

• Health and care

• Mobility

• Broadband



Smart Villages

There is no one model for
Smart Villages

It is a process, all villages
can be Smart



• One of the most sparsely populated areas;

• Arctic Smartness brand = bottom up approach to smart specialization;

• Identify capital outflow from villages on energy and food;

• Smart strategies for local production and adding value;

• Integrated action on education, entrepreneurship, investment in food 
and energy hubs,  procurement, R+D;

Arctic Smart Rural 
Community (Lapland, 

Finland) 

• Strong stakeholder involvement 
from village + local (LEADER) to 
regional levels

Case Kierinki: 116 inhabitants. 

ProAgria/Luke



Bioenergy Village
Germany

Financing EUR

Cooperative Shares 300 000

Cooperative Loans 1 500 000

Federal Government –
Subsidies

500 000

LEADER 200 000

Total 2 500 000



Broadband Fibre in Östra Bräcke 

An on-demand rural bus 
service in rural Wales

easy-to-access mobile medical service

Socially Responsible Wine 
Tourism

Geoparks bringing 
together local 
business through 
“quality pacts”

Local Computer Courses for 
young and old

Smart Village of the 
Future - Project 
Ruhtinansalmi

Innovative rural 
learning 
facilitiestackle youth 
depopulation

On-line Support for 
Promotion of Local 
Businesses

Quality of Life 
through 
Proximity

…and many more local projects

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/broadband-fibre-ostra-bracke_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/demand-rural-bus-service-rural-wales_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/mallu-does-rounds_en
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2221_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_10760_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_8100_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_4801_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_6820_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2480_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_5760_en.html


Drivers for Smart 
Villages

Challenges

1.Depopulation and low density population

2.Cuts and centralisation of public services

Opportunities

3.Transition to a low carbón economy and circular

4.Digital transformation of the rural economy

5.Urban rural linkages

Social
Innovation



Urban rural linkages (French Contrats de Reciprocité)

National and regional 
strategies

Maintaining the quality of life in the face of depopulation 
(Italian Inner Area Strategy)

Promoting a digital transformation (Finnish Smart Countryside 
Initiative. German Digital Villages)

All are just starting

Challenges

Opportunities



There are a wide range of EU tools:

- EAFRD
- Otros programas operativos (ERDF, ESF, EMFF)
- Instrumentos financieros
- LEADER
- Estrategias de especialización inteligentes
- INTERREG 
- H2020
- ITIs
- …

Current European tools



There are a wide range of EU tools:

- EAFRD

- ESIF (ERDF, ESF, EMFF)

- ITIs

- Smart Specialisation Strategies(RIS3)

- INTERREG 

- Horizon 2020

- Financial Instruments

- Others …

Current European tools



LAG 

Animation

Training

Technical/ feasibility studies

Needs audits

Pilots

Research contracts

Small scale investments

Marketing

Cooperation

IDEA

SUSTAINABILITY –SCALE UP

Community

Contribution

LEADER’S ROLE IN PREPARING THE GROUND

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=steps&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FoZkUZz62Gc3SM&tbnid=ejzJU7a-C94PDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ottawavalleypv.ca/steps.html&ei=_SINUc6VDI-q0AWF64HwBA&psig=AFQjCNFY5jPZZhBWe141aeS6daMXgYeuLw&ust=1359901789539689


Links and gaps in 
instruments for rural 

Innovation



Future European tools

100% support rate + global projects for cooperation (incl. LEADER)
SV results indicator



Smart Villages Portal
• Rural Review on Smart Villages

• Project Brochure on Digital and Social 
innovation

Sources of information

subscribe@enrd.eu.

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/smart-and-competitive-rural-areas/smart-villages/smart-villages-portal_en
mailto:subscribe@enrd.eu


Thank you
very much!


